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Methodist Schools Mission, Values and Vision Statement1 
 

The Methodist Church is engaged in education as part of its Christian mission in the world2.  

 

John Wesley told the first Methodist teachers to always remember that ‘an ounce of love was worth a 

pound of knowledge’ and his enduring challenge to us all is to:  ‘Do all the good you can, by all the means 

you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you 

can, as long as ever you can’. 

 
This remains the mission of the Methodist Schools Trusts today, working together to develop a culture that 

encourages and enables collaboration, communication and co-operation between the Trusts and the 

schools; supporting a sustainable inclusive education, shaped by Christian/Methodist values.  

 
We encourage the schools to aim: 

 
• to be caring Christian family communities committed to the development of the full potential of 

each individual, enabling pupils and staff to live their lives to the full and transform society for the 

better, to the glory of God 

• to attain high educational standards that meet the needs of all children and enable them to 

develop their talents and skills wherever they lie 

• to work with and in the communities they serve; providing an understanding and experience of 
service to all communities (local, national and global); promoting social justice and environmental 
sustainability 

• to uphold Christian values in practice as well as in theory; to make religious education a strong 
feature of the curriculum; worshipping in the Methodist tradition whilst welcoming and including 
people of all faiths and none 

• to counter prejudice and intolerance in whatever form that takes by encouraging mutual respect, 
understanding the importance of forgiveness, reconciliation, and renewal, respecting not only the 
beauty of cultural diversity but also our common humanity 

• to encourage pupils in a critical examination of the standards and values current in society and to 

discover and develop a personal faith to guide them throughout their lives 

• to be beacons of inclusive excellence developing confident, resilient, considerate, tolerant, and 
enthusiastic people who enjoy working with others and are willing and able to influence the world 
for good. We take Jesus Christ as a model of what it means to grow towards our full humanity. 

 

 
1 Each school is expected to take this statement and apply it to their own context, using it as a guide from which they 
can formulate their own ethos statement that summarises “why and how we do things here”. Such a statement should 
be accessible to pupils, staff and parents alike. 
2 For a fuller description of why Methodism is committed to education, reference “Transforming Lives” 2021 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/21762/conf-2021-36-transforming-lives-a-schools-educational-strategy-for-the-
methodist-church.pdf  
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