GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP IN
METHODIST SCHOOLS

www.schools.edukid.org.uk

•

info@edukid.org.uk

• 01237 237086 •

5 Hart Street Bideford Devon EX39 2LB

WELCOME REMARKS FROM DAVID HUMPHREYS
Welcome to the annual Methodist Schools Global Citizenship newsletter. This publication is
designed to enable all Methodist Schools’ – particularly the Methodist Independent Schools
Trust and the Epworth Education Trust, to share how they have practised Global Citizenship. By
sharing experiences and different approaches to global citizenship we are exploring both our
individual roles as socially aware and responsible citizens, together with what we can achieve
as a community of schools sharing a Methodist foundation.
Edukid is a UK charity based in Bideford with a growing network of school links in both
maintained and independent sectors and they kindly took on the task of compiling this
newsletter. Edukid has also visited nearly all the schools and helped to extend the scale of our
schools’ reach and commitment. Edukid runs the overseas projects featured in this issue,
meaning ideas and solutions to address some of the issues studied, can be applied.
Throughout the newsletter, you will read about how the schools are rising to the Global
challenge – from helping communities in Cambodia to enabling children in Uganda to attend
school. The achievements made by each Methodist School are linked to Edukid’s Global
Citizenship Awards Programme, which is designed to enable students to explore their own roles
as Global Citizens. It seeks to link students from Methodist schools to students in the projects
abroad and enable a two-way learning platform. Through sharing cultures, values and ideas
the programme aims to find solutions to Global Issues. It is hoped that through this programme,
we will create a new generation of leaders equipped at tackling some of the big issues we
face.
The initiative is open to all Methodist Schools and Churches, so if you would like your
organisation to become involved then please contact Edukid directly at
www.schools.edukid.org.uk.
Finally, this year we welcome into this programme the Methodist Church of Peru. The Bishop of
Peru has been working with Edukid to establish a new programme in the Amazon with
indigenous communities. From September this will be open to all Methodist Schools.
On behalf of MIST, I would like to thank Edukid and its CEO Chris Turner for this newsletter and for
their work with our schools this year. I would also like to extend a special thanks to the staff and
pupils in our schools who have become Ambassadors in the various projects. Edukid has been
an ‘enabler’ in some places, an ‘encourager’ in others but always extremely helpful in
supporting the well-established work that this newsletter helps to publicise and share. It’s so
good to read what has been done this year. As the world recovers from Covid-19, there will be
many more opportunities to serve and respond to needs around the world.
David Humphreys (General Secretary, MIST).
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In 2017 the Methodist Independent Schools Trust formed a partnership with UK
charity Edukid. Five years on, a comprehensive Global Citizenship Awards
Programme for UK schools has been created and now available to all
Methodist Schools.

The Global Citizenship Awards Programme focuses on the following issues:

THE RIGHTS OF A
CHILD

THE UNITED NATIONS
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
GOALS

GIVING A VOICE TO
CHILDREN LIVING IN
POVERTY

SHARING CASE STUDIES
AND SUSTAINABLE
MODELS

LINKING OVERSEAS
PROJECTS TO YOUR
SCHOOL

BREAKING THE
CYCLE OF POVERTY

Read on to learn more and see how Methodist Schools are impacting
hundreds of children living in poverty abroad.
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THE 17 UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

Working with schools Edukid created a teacher resources website –
www.schools.edukid.org.uk . Any UK school can participate by registering on
the site and enabling students in their school to help children living in poverty
abroad access education.
Schools can choose from programmes in Asia, Africa, the Middle East and
South America. The website contains lesson plans, films and case studies to
help teachers link the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s)
to the programme their supported children are involved with. Teachers can
simply click on any of the 17 SDG’s listed below to access a library of resources
written for all Key Stages of Primary and Secondary.
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HOW METHODIST SCHOOLS HAVE EMPOWERED AND INSPIRED…

SHEBBEAR COLLEGE HELPED
TO…
When Shebbear College learned that children in
Northern Uganda with special educational needs
were excluded from school they resolved to work
with Edukid to seek solutions. They funded an
Edukid film to highlight the issues and give a
voice to the children.
Edukid then liaised with the UN and Able Child
Africa to develop a training programme for
Ugandan teachers. Two years on, there is now a
team of Two Master Trainers and 40 teachers fully trained. 72 children with special educational needs
are now in the Edukid programme, with Shebbear College supporting two students – Isaac and Lucky
Peace. The District Education Office in Northern Uganda now uses one of these schools as a teaching
hub to train more teachers. Their hope is one day every school in the district will be able to practice
inclusive education.
It took just one Methodist School to get the ball rolling and empower others. Both Isaac and Lucky
Peace enrolled at Koch Goma Primary school for the first time in 2019 and they continue to flourish
there. Isaac says, “In the future I want to be a doctor so that I can treat sick people”. Lucky Peace
say’s “One day I want to be a teacher so that I can teach other children.” We can’t wait to see both
Isaac and Lucky Peace achieve their dreams.

WOODHOUSE GROVE SCHOOL
HELPED TO IMPROVE…
Students and staff at Woodhouse Grove school
have become passionate about addressing gender
equality in the wider world. Through school visits to
Uganda, they learnt about that many girls living in
extreme poverty, can often be exploited and
abused. Edukid used research from Washington
University and partnered with another Ugandan
charity to establish the ‘Roles, Equality and
Transformation’ project, otherwise known as the
G.R.E.A.T project.
As part of this project, Workshops are run with the
goal of educating both boys and girls about
gender equality and the importance of respecting
human rights whilst also exploring common issues
like domestic abuse and child marriage and the
root causes of those issues.
Edukid and Woodhouse Grove School aim through
this project, to prevent domestic abuse and sexual
assault from happening in the first place, therefore
reducing the risk of child pregnancy and child
marriage and improve gender equality in the
community.
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QUEENS AND ASHVILLE
COLLEGES TAKE…
Students and staff of Queens College noticed
the issue of plastic waste build up in Sen Sok
Village whilst on an EDUKID trip in Cambodia. In
response to the student’s initial concerns,
Queens College in Taunton and Ashville College
in Harrogate decided to partner up with Edukid
in order to start the ‘Plastic Project’ in Sen Sok
Village, Cambodia.
The project aims to alleviate poverty and
improve education simultaneously, by firstly
cleaning up the village environment littered with
plastic waste, making Sen Sok a safer and
cleaner place go live. Secondly, the plastic
waste will be recycled and crafted into
educational resources to be used in our
classrooms. Students at Queens College and
Ashville College have raised money to build
machines that will shred, melt and then mould
the plastic waste into educational tools such as
letters and number shapes.

Simon, Queens College
staff member, in Sen
Sok Village. Simon and
his students first noticed
the issue of plastic
waste in this village.

This project has undoubtedly created a huge impact on the entire community at Sen Sok Village in
reducing its environmental damage and increasing access to learning materials for the children,
whether this be through physical resources, or raising awareness on how to maintain a healthier and
greener society free of plastic pollution.

HOW METHODIST STUDENTS ARE
WORKING TO SEE A WORLD WITH…
Each year, students and staff from Methodist schools
across the UK are offered the opportunity to join Edukid
on trips over to our international projects. On these trips
we spend time listening and learning from those who
have experienced global issues such as poverty and
hunger. It is here that pupils often actively look to make
a difference.
Methodist students met Ivan and his family on a recent
trip to Uganda. Ivan was facing a life of chronic poverty,
starvation, poor health and lacked opportunity for
education. The students were distraught by his situation
and made the decision as a group to do something.
With Edukid staff, they headed down to the
marketplace to buy Ivan and his family clothing, shoes,
food, chickens, mattresses, cooking utensils and also
raised funds for the family’s medical care. Ivan even
received his very own teddy bear. The students also
dedicated their time to sharing Ivan’s situation with
family and friends in an effort to draw in support for his
education. Ivan and all of his siblings are now in full time
education, enrolled at their local primary school.
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TRURO HIGH SCHOOL HELPS
TO PROVIDE…

Truro High School for Girls partnered with
Edukid to support Brasat village in
Cambodia. In Cambodia education is free
but many children can’t afford the books
or uniforms needed to attend. Now every
child in Brasat village is able to attend
school AND most of these children are
achieving higher than average grades.
Students at Truro High School organised a
Colour Run recently and raised over £7,000
to support the children in Brasat village. The
photographs show just how much fun can
be had when fundraising and helping
others. Girls from 4 to 18 took part in the
race, alongside their teachers, creating a
rainbow of powder paint as they made
their way around the course.
Students and teachers from Truro High will
be visiting Brasat village this October, to
build friendships, experience the issues at
first hand and realise the difference they
are making.
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MOLLY, FORMER METHODIST
STUDENT, HELPS TO CREATE…
Former head girl and Methodist student Molly
Gardner has spent the last 9 months in
placement with Edukid as part of her degree.
She has been an integral member of the team,
supporting staff in Uganda with setting up our
‘Lockdown Workshops’ project. The project
focuses on providing 100 children living in
extreme poverty, with educational workshops
that develop new skills tailored to their future
aspirations such as hairdressing and bakery. We
started this project during lockdown, meaning
that students could continue learning whilst
schools were closed.
Molly continues to promote and fundraise for
this project so that more children can have a
chance to develop new skills and brighter
futures.

Molly supported Edukid staff in Uganda by
connecting communities digitally.
For the first time, every UK primary school
supporting our Uganda project, had the
opportunity to ZOOM live into the classrooms of
our Ugandan partner schools. Molly facilitated
this for the Epworth Trust, in which 6 Methodist
primary schools joined our live ZOOM session.
Small groups of students from both the UK and
Uganda took turns to ask questions about each
other’s cultures, schools, language, favourite
food, colours and games. They even sang
traditional songs and nursery rhymes to one
another.
After the ZOOM calls, both the UK and
Ugandan students were simply beaming with
joy. It was truly beautiful and such an honour for
Edukid and Molly to facilitate these
conversations, allowing the children to learn
from each other and form friendships from
across continents.
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NELL, FORMER METHODIST
STUDENT, HELPS TO CREATE…

Elena (Nell) is a former Methodist student who
joined Edukid on a trip over to Cambodia in late
2017 during her studies at Truro High School.
Over the course of our trips, Edukid aims to
educate delegates like Nell on the history,
context and culture of Cambodia. Nel therefore
spent some of her time learning about
Cambodia’s sad recent history when ruled over
by the Khmer Rouge dictatorship. Nel comments
on what she learnt…
“On this trip, I overwhelmingly saw the incredible
potential of humanity to do good through
Edukid’s work. I also visited sites that remind us of
the horrific consequences of human’s potential
to do evil. It was partly this experience which
encouraged me to study History at university,
where I am currently in my final year. I believe
that if we can document and remind people of
what happened in the past it will hopefully help
to prevent a repetition of such atrocities and
build a better future. However, being attuned to
what has happened, and what could happen, is
not enough if action is not taken.

Nell taking part in sports day during her visit with Edukid
to a Cambodian village.

That is why Edukid’s work is so important. Through
education, communities have been rebuilt from
the devastation that Cambodia experienced in
its recent history. Hopefully, through giving young
Cambodian’s the tools to learn, to build
prosperous futures for themselves, and even to
achieve their dreams, as many already have
through Edukid, the future will be a lot brighter.”
Since her return, Nell has spent time volunteering
with Edukid, visiting UK schools with Edukid staff to
support the delivery of assemblies and
workshops. Nell is able to share knowledge and
teach other students in the UK about her
experiences in Cambodia and the importance
of education and supporting others as Global
Citizens.
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The objective of the "Academy Land Project" is to
work towards making Edukid's income for Uganda
sustainable and then to strive to build on this
sustainability, so that the local community are
empowered to the stage that they no longer
need Edukid's support.

ACADEMY LAND
`m

A few months ago, Edukid purchased 39 acres of
bush land and gradually our staff have been
cultivating the land to grow crops. We plan to
irrigate the land so that we can grow crops out of
season and therefore gain high income. To do
this we have adopted a tried and tested model of
farming called ‘Farming God's Way’. It uses
modern farming methods, growing crops
organically and aiming to make the land
completely self-sufficient.
We have named the programme the Academy
Land Project, because we plan to use this
programme as a training centre for the families of
those Edukid support. In this way we hope to
empower the local community to be more selfsufficient and in charge of their own destiny.

Three years ago, the Methodist Bishop of Peru learned about our
Global Citizenship Programme and travelled to the UK to meet
us. He explained how indigenous communities in the Amazon
were struggling to afford an education for their children and
were asking for help.

PERU

Two years ago. we travelled to these communities to listen to
their needs and experience the issues. Working with community
leaders we developed a programme that provided food and
clothing for their children and better equipment for the schools
they attend. Over the next few years, we will journey with these
communities and learn about their values and cultures.
Initiatives like these not only respond to the needs highlighted by
local communities, but they also widen our own understanding
and challenge us personally.

THE GIRL’S DORMITORY

Students and teachers from Kingsley School in
Devon visited Uganda and met girls who are at
high risk of child marriage, domestic violence and
abuse. They consulted with the girls on the best
way to help and resolved to build a girl’s
dormitory to provide a safe and secure home for
100 girls. Now all 100 girls can study safely and
persue their dreams.
It’s only through building relationships that we
learn about the need and it’s only by developing
these relationships that we develop a two way
learning platform to enable our response to
empower others.
Kingsley School not only helped the 100 girls in
Northern Uganda, they have helped provide a
template to other schools and demonstrated
what is possible when we all work together to love
our neighbour.
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INVITE YOUR SCHOOL TO PARTICIPATE…

Edukid's Global Citizenship Awards Programme is available to all Methodist Schools. Just visit
the website www.schools.edukid.org.uk and forward your details via the contact section to start
exploring how your school can be involved. Each school will be provided with:
Assemblies and workshops
To educate and update students and staff about poverty, community, culture and global
citizenship.
Teaching Resource Library
Linking together the UK National Curriculum at each Key Stage, Edukid’s project and the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, this resource library exists so that firstly, pupils
can learn in more depth about poverty, community, culture and global citizenship and teachers
can integrate these important areas of learning into mainstream education.
Educational films
Our educational films are designed to give children in our international project a voice to talk
about the issues they are experiencing as they see them, whilst allowing UK students to listen
and learn from others their own age.
Case studies and real-life stories
Learn about different models of sustainability and citizenship and work with local communities
to create your own initiatives.
Opportunities to visit our international project
Visit international projects experience the issues first-hand and share your experience with your
school.
The Awards Programme
Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards to acknowledge the participation of students and encourage
their own development
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